
May 26, 2026

Re: 47th Annual National Assembly, Miami, FL
September 10-12, 2026

Dear Ladies of Charity,

“Because it is very useful for all holy communities to meet together from time to time in some
appropriate place to treat their spiritual advancement and … to treat the matters that concern the
good of the poor and the maintenance of said confraternity.” (St. Vincent de Paul, Rule of the
Confraternity of Charity of Châtillon, November 1617). 

It is our pleasure and privilege, to join the Ladies of Charity of Miami to invite you to attend the 2026
National Assembly of the Ladies of Charity USA in Miami, Florida. This year’s theme is “Charity and
Solidarity.”  

The Ladies of Charity USA is a national network of approximately 6,000 women who give over one
million hours of volunteer service in over 100 communities throughout the US each year. Our Ladies
volunteer in food pantries, soup kitchens, thrift stores, and literacy programs. They visit the sick and
elderly, feed the homeless, and pray for the souls of those who have passed. They have a special
concern for women and children in poverty as well as the elderly.  The Ladies of Charity mentor
young girls to be caring citizens of our society in our Junior Ladies of Charity programs. 

At the Assembly we provide leadership development, formation, and education programs for all
attendees, with the goal of alleviating poverty in all forms. 

Following the teaching of our founder Saint Vincent de Paul, we gather annually to: 
provide unity and cooperation among the associations of the Ladies of Charity; animate the Catholic
and Vincentian spirit by sharing our rich history, tradition, and prayer; develop leadership,
management and governance skills to assure best practices in the associations; encourage the
activities of the associations in charity, education and advocacy, individually and in collaboration with
the Vincentian family to achieve systemic change; and, advance our understanding of poverty.

You will enjoy everything -- from the day of reflection, keynote speakers and workshop presenters
and prayer leaders to social events as well. Most importantly you will meet Ladies of Charity from all
parts of the USA! 

The Day of Reflection on Thursday will be held at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Charity in Miami.
It promises to be a wonderful, spiritual day.

In addition to English, Spanish is spoken by many of the Miami ladies. I have been working to learn
Spanish and say to you “Bienvenidos a la Asamblea de las Damas de la Caridad 2026.”

Your presence is important to the success of the Assembly. Please register early and consider
supporting the national assembly with a program advertisement or underwriting donation.
Donations for the “gift card” raffle or silent auction are also helpful.

With thanks for God’s mercy, in the spirit of St. Vincent, St. Louise and St. Elizabeth, 

      Irene Siedlarczyk, President                       MaryLee Burlemann, Assembly Committee Chair 
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