Love as God Loves

Call to Prayer Leader: God shocks and stuns us into love. God does not love us
if we change; God loves us so that we can change. Only love effects true inner
transformation, not duress, guilt, shunning or social pressure. Love is not love unless
it is totally free. Richard Rohr, Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps

ALL: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Scripture Reading Mark 12, 28-31 Leader: “Of all the commandments, the most
important one is ‘Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.” There is no commandment greater than these.” NIV

Response ALL: Before we can love our neighbor, our brother or sister, as ourselves,
we must first love ourself and to first love ourself, we must know that God loves us
now and loves us always. adopted Archbishop Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream

Hymn “l Have Loved You” Michael Joncas

Refrain | have loved you with an everlasting love; i Haveo LO\IEU
YOU WitH an

| have called you and you are mine.
| have loved you with an everlasting love,
| have called you and you are mine.

1-3 Seek my face and long for me.
1 | will bring you my light and my peace.
2 | will bring you my joy and my hope.

3 I will bring you my care and my love.

Messages from St. Vincent Rotate reading each quote. Pause briefly between them,
“May Our Lord be in our hearts and our hearts in His.” (Coste volume I, page 213)

“Let us love God, but let it be with the strength of our arms and the sweat of our
brows.” (Coste volume XI, page 32)

“We are sent not only to love God, but to make God loved. It is not enough to love
God if our neighbor does not love God.” (Coste volume XII, page 215)

”Charity toward the neighbor is an infallible sign of the true children of God.”
(Coste volume Xlllb, page 8)

“Love one another ... esteem and respect one another as daughters of Our Lord
made in the image of God; bear with one another's little weaknesses as you would
wish to be borne with; lastly, comply graciously with one another’s wishes and never
argue ...” (Coste volume VII, page 449)
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Ways to Show Love to Another Read silently and ponder these nine practical actions.
' T . Show Genuine Appreciation

. Give Compliments

. Point Out the Good in Others

. Follow Generous Impulses

. Develop Tolerance and Respect

. Practice Kindness

. Ease the Burdens of Others

. Act Cheerfully

. Smile More
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Christopher News Notes #636

Pause, Reflect and Share
Who has shown me the love of God? How?

How have |, as a Lady of Charity, offered God’s love to a neighbor?

Response ALL: “Let us continue to offer one another to God and to love each
other in Our Lord, as he has loved us.” (Coste volume V, page 28)

Wy Intercessions Leader: Let us pray to our God, who lives in
i\ ,/ love and who pours love upon us.
" //'-./ Response ALL: O God, help us share your love.

P +that we may joyfully carry out God’s commandment of love,
" '/ following Jesus in our daily lives, we pray.

+that the whole of our lives may radiate love, we pray.

¥ +that God’s love will fill and overflow each of us as we
(>‘>4(/7'01L_. minister to those in need, we pray.

(Please, add your petitions.)

Prayer ALL: O God, let us love you with the strength of
our arms and the sweat of our brows. Let us also love one
another and bear with one another as you would desire.
We are sent not only to love you, but to make you loved.

It is not enough for us to love you if our neighbor does

not love you. For you are love and want us to come to

you through love, in Jesus’ name, by the Spirit. Amen.
(adapted from Coste 11:#25, p. 32; 7:#2768, p. 449; 12:#207, p. 215; 1:#49, p. 81) 4
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Prayer Texts
1 John 4: 16 “God is love ... abide in love ... in God ...”

1 Corinthians 13: 13 “... the greatest ... is love.”
prepared for the Ladies of Charity by Sr. Carol Schumer, D.C.




